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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY, YEAR C: Mal. 4:1-2, Ps. 98, 2Thess. 3:7-5, Luke 21:5-19 

 
Most often we get so obsessed with the beauty, pleasures and lures of this 
world that we lose our focus on our journey to eternity. Presently the ugly 
happenings of this world may threaten or discourage us from doing the holy 
will of God. The readings today advised that amid the ugliness and challenges 
of life, we must not lose our focus, the only way we can focus is trusting in God 
and carrying out our Christian duties and responsibilities. Prophet Malachi 
speaks of the end; Jesus speaks about frightening and terrible end. For a better 
understanding of these texts, we have to examine the historical background 
on which the various texts were written. This the reason why those who read 
and interpret the scripture literary without critical analysis of the text falter. 
Most of us think that the readings are all about the destruction of the world 
or the end of the world, though true, but not the complete truth. 
 
In the first reading, the prophet Malachi talks about the day of the Lord. The 
day be a day of reckoning: the evil doers shall be burnt up with no trace while 
the just will have the sun of righteousness shine on them. Malachi means 'my 
messenger', the book is probably placed before the time of Ezra around 450BC. 
At the time of this message, the Jews had returned from exile, and with the 
guidance of Prophets like Haggai, Zechariah, and Nehemiah, they were able to 
rebuild the Temple and started the good religious practices of the past. But 
there came a time when things seem to be flourishing and a period of poor 
Temple worship and maladministration. At this time many people turned 
sorcerers, and the widows and orphans were oppressed, adulterers, cheaters, 
and all forms of decadence prevailed. It was during that period that God sent 
his messenger (Malachi), to warn of the wrath of God, and how God will judge 
justly. He encouraged the faithful Israelites to trust in God’s intervention in his 
own time. He predicted the coming of Elijah, an indication of an Eschatological 
prophet who will bring about the end of those evil days. This prophecy by 
Malachi is well fulfilled in the person of John the Baptist, the forerunner of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the awaited Messiah. 
 
Paul advised that all Christians wait in expectation of the coming of the Son of 
Man, that we must not resort to daydreaming but that we should keep busying 
ourselves for the sake of humanity and while waiting for the Lord to come in 
judgment. The Thessalonians had the belief that the Lord’s coming was 
imminent. Therefore, some of them decided not to work but to wait for the 
Lord’s coming.  Paul advised that they should go on working till the Lord comes 
in glory to reward them with a Kingdom.  
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Jesus, observing how the people adored the magnificence of the Jerusalem 
Temple, took the occasion to let them know that despite its magnificent 
beauty, the Temple of Jerusalem will not be forever…. Nevertheless, scared by 
Jesus’ comments, the people were curious about when the Temple will see its 
end. But Jesus was not so much interested in the events of life; he was more 
concerned about how his followers could maintain their calm and mind their 
business in the changing things. Jesus draws the attention of his audience to 
the things that can shift our focus in life, these include falsehood, man-made 
disasters, and natural disasters. Jesus calls on his followers to persevere in 
faith because he is with them always. It is important to note that the prophecy 
was fulfilled following the tragic destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD, during the 
Jerusalem revolt where it fell to the Roman army. The part of the temple still 
standing today is the Wailing Wall. However, that was not the end of the world 
as wars, commotions and terrible judgements have erupted over the years; 
the world is still here, followers of Christ have been persecuted and executed 
for their faith; the world is still here. Definitely, the end will come but for now 
for those who are privileged to gather for worship and listening to this 
message, the end is not now but Jesus warned that it will come unexpectedly, 
therefore we must be on guard. There are lots of teachings out there blowing 
in the wind of end time, some Christian folds will base their teachings on 
rapture, some on end times, some on judgement day. Nonetheless, for us 
Catholics it is no for us to be afraid, rather to be on the watch for Parousia, 
that is the second coming of Jesus Christ. We must wait with blameless heart. 
 
It is a natural inclination for man to seek meaning to life and perplexing 
situations, so the question of “when will the end be and what are the signs” 
pops up. Nevertheless, we must be aware that the days are coming when the 
things we see now will be no more, our loved ones, our wealth, youthful age, 
the good health, all the material gains. We must run away from those who 
have made themselves God and create fears and tension in people’s heart to 
exploit them. We all know the Messiah is coming and we must not look for any 
other. Therefore, we should bear trials, and go on doing our work no matter 
the state of opposition that flows towards our way. 
 
Christians must be on the watch for the good we see today can become the 
evil of tomorrow. Joseph Stalin was a former seminarian preparing for the 
priesthood, he was regarded as the most ruthless dictator of the former Soviet 
Union. He served as the General Secretary of the Communist Party from 1922 
to 1953. In 1928, he started series of five-year plans for the rapid 
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industrialization and enforced collectivization of agriculture as against the will 
of the people. As a result of this brutal enforcement more than 10 million 
farmers were killed. Many intellectuals who disagreed with him were 
ruthlessly murdered. Stalin was said to had murdered more men than the 
maniac Hitler. The most surprising thing is that Stalin who had wanted to be a 
priest to save lives turned and became a monster. The decay of the best is 
always the worst. What we are experiencing in our world today is not much 
different from what today’s Gospel tells us. What we are experiencing puts our 
faith in God to test. Some of us can stand up to these times. However, some 
others are not able to persevere. It is our perseverance as followers of Jesus 
that will win us tickets for heaven. This perseverance can only come about if 
we remain focused on the person of Jesus and the message of eternal life that 
He brought to us. 


